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 A Regular Meeting of the Village of Potsdam Board of Trustees was held on January 5, 2026, at 

5:30 pm, in the boardroom of the Civic Center, Park Street, Potsdam, New York. 
 

PRESENT:    Mayor Jacobs Wilke 

 Trustee Deuel 

 Trustee Williams 

 Trustee Schulte 

 Trustee Carney 

   

  

ALSO PRESENT: Isabelle Gates-Shult, Administrator 

 Georgine Scott, Clerk/Registrar 

 Erica Russell, Treasurer 

 Mike Ames, Police Chief 

 David Thurlow, Planning and Development Director 

 Jon Meashaw, Chief Water Treatment Plant Operator 

 Logan Norris, Recreation Director 

  

  

Mayor Jacobs-Wilke opened the meeting at 5:33 pm, took the roll and all Trustees were in 

attendance. 

 

Mayor Jacobs Wilke led the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 Trustee Deuel Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution to approve the  

Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting on December 15, 2025. All were in favor 

and there were no opposition, 

   

MAYOR JACOBS WILKE’S COMMENTS: Thanked all involved who helped make the Frist 

Night Potsdam event a success, Public Works, Police, Museum, Recreation and Administration. In 

favor of continuing to bring these events to the community in the future. Leland Green was very 

proud to bring the fireworks show to his community. Commented on the SLC Arts collaborative 

session including the artist Liza Page regarding the public arts project murals being held tomorrow 

night (1/6/2026) from 5pm-7pm at SLC Arts Creative Spirit Community Arts Center. 

 

 

TRUSTEES’ COMMENTS:  

 

Trustee Carney: Thanked and congratulated all involved in First Night, including Brookfield 

and SLC Arts. 

 

Trustee Schulte: Thanked Recreation Department for the many opportunities of Public 

Skating including the concession stand being open. Spoke about and asked for clarification on 
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committee members and liaisons of departments with regards to the NYS Open Meetings Law. 

Discussion was had and further clarification was needed 

 

Trustee Williams: Commented on Frosty Fest, a snowman building event organized by the  

Children’s Museum, SLC Arts and the Potsdam Chamber held on January 31, 2026 from 

11am-1 pm. Spoke about First Night and the Children’s Museum. 

 

Trustee Deuel: Commented on his appreciation of everyone involved in the First Night 

celebration. 
 

ADMINISTRATOR GATES-SHULT’S REPORT: Administrator Gates-Shult’s report is on          

file with the Village Clerk. Discussion was had on the Lead Service Lateral project in the 

Village. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: No in-person public comments were heard. Mayor Jacobs Wilke read 

an excerpt from an e-mail written to the Board of Trustees from Randy Johnston regarding his 

opposition to the recent fireworks display over the Raquette River and the impact upon the 

environment. The full email is below:   
December 28, 2025 

Dear Mayor Jacobs-Wilke and Members of the Village Board, 

I am writing to formally request that this letter be entered into the public record for the next 
scheduled meeting of the Village Board of Trustees on January 5, 2026. As a concerned resident, 
I believe it is imperative that the minutes reflect a formal inquiry into the Village’s awareness of 
the significant environmental and social externalities associated with the planned fireworks 
display over the Raquette River. 

While I recognize the Board’s desire to foster community spirit, I must question the decision-
making process that allows for a high-decibel, chemically intensive event in an ecologically 
sensitive corridor. As the only municipality in St. Lawrence County currently promoting a New 
Year’s Eve fireworks display, the Village of Potsdam carries a unique responsibility to lead by 
example. I urge the Board to consider the following impacts: 

1. Disruption of Local Wildlife and the Raquette River Ecosystem 

Launching pyrotechnics directly over the Raquette River creates a localized crisis for wildlife. 

• Impact on Waterfowl: Scientific monitoring (e.g., Shamoun-Baranes et al., 2011) has 
documented that thousands of birds take flight en masse at the stroke of midnight during 
New Year’s displays. For waterfowl along the river, this "panic flight" in freezing 
temperatures causes exhaustion and disorientation, leading to fatal collisions or 
drowning. 

• Impact on Deer and Coyotes: Large mammals like deer and coyotes are frequently 
terrified by the 150–175 decibel range of fireworks. Literature from the Wetlands and 
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 Wildlife Care Center and Stokke et al. (2023) indicates these animals will bolt into 

roadways, significantly increasing the risk of vehicle-wildlife collisions in the village. 

2. Neurobiological and Sensory Impacts: PMS and Sensory Processing 

The Board must also consider the segment of our population that suffers from heightened 
sensory sensitivity. Individuals experiencing Premenstrual Syndrome (PMS) can suffer from 
significant sensory hypersensitivity (hyperacusis), where loud, percussive noises trigger 
migraines and acute physiological stress. This is not a matter of "annoyance" but a biological 
reaction to a perceived threat that the Village is actively sponsoring. 

3. Impacts on Veterans, PTSD, and Pets 

• PTSD and Veterans: For those living with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, the 
concussive "thud" and sulfurous smell of fireworks are potent trauma triggers. Clinical 
data from the National Center for PTSD confirms these triggers cause hypervigilance and 
flashbacks. 

• Domestic Pets: It is a well-documented fact that more pets go missing on days with 
fireworks than at any other time of year due to extreme noise-induced fear. 

4. Environmental Toxins 

Fireworks release heavy metals (strontium, copper, barium) and perchlorates—potent thyroid 
disruptors—directly into the Raquette River. These particulates linger in the air and water, 
affecting the long-term health of our aquatic life and community. 

5. A Call for Education and Awareness 

I am not advocating for "low-noise" alternatives, which fail to address chemical and visual 
triggers. Instead, I am calling for the Village to prioritize education. Before this becomes an 
annual tradition, the Village has an obligation to educate the public on these externalities. True 
community pride is built on an informed citizenry that understands the cost of its celebrations. 

Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the delightful irony of the event’s sponsorship. It is 
truly a masterclass in "corporate synergy" to see Brookfield Renewable Energy—a company 
whose brand is built on "green" sustainability—funding an event that literally rains heavy metals 
into a river and terrifies the local fauna. One must admire the cognitive gymnastics required to 
pivot from "harnessing the power of the river" to "dropping perchlorates into it" for a fifteen-
minute light show. Perhaps for the next "Renewable" initiative, we could investigate educational 
programs that protect our ecosystem rather than explosive ones that disrupt it? 

I look forward to this letter being included in the public record and hearing how the Board intends 
to mitigate these harms. 

Trustee Schulte thanked Mr. Johnston for his input regarding on the impact of fireworks. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Trustee Deuel Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution approving the 

expenditures for the month of December 2025, in the amount of $ 301,695.04, chargeable 

to the following funds:  

   
General Fund $   268,014.23     

Water Fund    $       9,584.29         

Sewer Fund $     11,768.36         

Hydro Fund $          127.50            

Recreation Fund $     10,738.16       

Trash Fund      $       1,462.50 

  

TOTAL $   301,695.04     

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee Deuel Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution approving the additional 

expenditures for the month of December 2025 in the amount of $ 119,803.34 chargeable to 

the following funds:  
   

General Fund $      17,229.99  

Water Fund $           839.60    

Sewer Fund $           385.16     

Trash Fund $             64.65        

Trust & Agency Fund $             80.21 

Payroll Fund $    100,907.18  

Recreation Fund $           296.55    

  

TOTALS $  119,803.34 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Member Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Mayor Jacobs-Wilke X    

Trustee Williams X    

Trustee Schulte X    

Trustee Deuel X    

Trustee Carney X    

TOTAL VOTES 5 - - - 

Board Member Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Mayor Jacobs-Wilke X    

Trustee Williams X    

Trustee Schulte X    

Trustee Deuel X    

Trustee Carney X    

TOTAL VOTES 5 - - - 
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Trustee Deuel Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution authorizing the 

Treasurer to make the following FY 2025-26 budget modifications: 

 

INCREASE  Description   DECREASE  Description      Amount 

15-1410-461 Advertising  05-1990-479 Contingency    $1,387.38  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee Deuel Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution providing for a mileage 

allowance for Village officials and employees in the amount of 72.5ȼ per mile for use of a 

personal vehicle in the performance of official Village duties for the calendar year 2026.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mayor commented on a recent transfer of a personal vehicle from the Police 

Department for use of Village Officials and employees. The Administrator further 

explained that this transfer is to mitigates some of the expense of mileage being paid to 

Village employees for use of private vehicles for work travel.  

 

 

Trustee Deuel Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution approving the 

appointment of Zachary Burnett to the position of Building Maintenance Assistant for the 

Village of Potsdam Department of Public Works. Mr. Brunett will begin his employment 

on January 5, 2026 at the hourly rate of $ 22.98 and a probationary period not to exceed 12 

months. Welcome Zachary. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Member Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Mayor Jacobs-Wilke X    

Trustee Williams X    

Trustee Schulte X    

Trustee Deuel X    

Trustee Carney X    

TOTAL VOTES 5 - - - 

Board Member Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Mayor Jacobs-Wilke X    

Trustee Williams X    

Trustee Schulte X    

Trustee Deuel X    

Trustee Carney X    

TOTAL VOTES 5 - - - 

Board Member Aye Nay Abstain Absent 

Mayor Jacobs-Wilke X    

Trustee Williams X    

Trustee Schulte X    

Trustee Deuel X    

Trustee Carney X    

TOTAL VOTES 5 - - - 
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Trustee Deuel Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution to enter into Executive 

Session at 6:00 pm, for the discussion of the employment history of a particular person, 

pursuant to Section 105(1)(f) of the New York Public Officers Law. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee Deuel Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution to adjourn the Executive 

Session of the Board of Trustees on January 5, 2026, at 6:47 pm. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discussion of the same was had; no formal vote or action was taken in the executive 

session. 

 

The undersigned was not in attendance at this Executive Session and the information for 

these minutes has been provided by Mayor Jacobs Wilke. 

 

Trustee Deuel Moved and Trustee Williams Seconded a resolution to adjourn the Regular 

meeting of the Village of Potsdam Board of Trustees on January 5, 2026, at 6:48 pm.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

     Georgine Scott, Village Clerk  
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