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A Public Hearing of the Village of Potsdam Board of Trustees was held on Monday, November 

3, 2025, at 5:50 pm, in the boardroom of the Civic Center, Park Street, Potsdam, New York. 

 

PRESENT:              Mayor Alexandra Jacobs Wilke 

                                               Trustee Schulte, Williams and Deuel  

 

ALSO PRESENT:   Georgine Scott, Village Clerk 

                                 Erica Russell, Village Trustee 

                                               Corbin Gates-Shult, Police Lieutenant 

                                 David Thurlow, Planning & Development Director                                  

                                 Jon Meashaw, Chief Water Treatment Plant Operator 

                                 Logan Norris, Recreation Director 

                                 Brian Barrett, Department of Public Works Supervisor                                  

                                  

Mayor Jacobs Wilke opened the public hearing at 5:59 pm and stated that the purpose of the 

Public Hearing is to receive public comments on the proposed Local Law 5-2025 to add Chapter 

164 Vacant Property of the Village of Potsdam Municipal Code. 

Mayor Jacobs Wilke then took the roll call and stated that apart from Trustee Tulloch, who is 

excused, all Trustees were present.  

 

Village Clerk, Georgine Scott, then read the Legal Notice as published. 

 

Mayor Jacobs Wilke asked Clerk Scott if there were any written comments submitted and 

there were no comments submitted to the Clerk. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

Carol Stromm: 70 Elm Street, Potsdam. Commented that she is in favor of the proposed 

law as she lives next to an empty, deteriorating house. She questioned whether this law 

would allow signs to be posted to show that it is an abandoned property. Mayor Jacobs 

Wilke responded that she is unsure about signage being placed on such properties but 

pointed out that the Village has created this law in part to help owners of such properties get 

them fixed and back on the market. Ms. Stromm also questioned what kind of enforcement 

and recourse for vacant and abandoned properties.  

 

Jackie Card: Concerned parent of a child that attends the Potsdam Dance Company at 71 

Market Street which borders an abandoned property on 5 Willow Street. Stated that there 

have been several instances including on August 5th there was a man yelling profanities at 

the children arriving and leaving the Dance Company. On October 25th, parents and staff 

members of the Dance Company saw a man wearing all black walking around the parking  
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lot for 71 Market Street, later that day Ms. Card observed a man, wearing all black walk up 

Willow Street and go in the back door of 5 Willow Street. On October 29th, Ms. Card went 

to the Dance Company to pick up her child and witness a man wearing all black attempt to 

open a studio door, then tried to get into another door which was unlocked at which time she 

yelled at him and he walked away. Ms. Card stated that the Dance Company owner has 

footage of this gentleman being in the building prior to Ms. Card’s daughter arriving and 

entering. November 1st this same gentleman in all black was yelling profanities at some 

dancers that were walking along Market Street. With this information, Ms. Card voiced her 

support for this proposed Vacant Property law. 

 

Teresa Whitmer: 70 Elm Street, Potsdam, voiced her support of this proposed law due to 

living near a property with a deteriorating dwelling. 

 

Lou Ann Lang: 54 Elm Street, Potsdam and member of the Zoning Board of Appeals. She 

questioned how far the Village is prepared to go to maintain these vacant buildings. She also 

questioned if someone’s property is declared vacant and if it is appealed, if it gets to the 

ZBA, what grounds does the ZBA use to come to a solution. 

 

Mayor Jacobs Wilke gave credit to Trustee Williams, Administrator Gates-Shult and 

Planning and Development Director Thurlow and who attended a conference where this type 

of law was discussed and showed how ordinances such as these prove to be a powerful tool. 

The process of how the ZBA would handle such appeals needs to be discussed and follow 

the ordinance that was reviewed and approved by the Village’s attorney. Addressing the 

question about properties where the identity of the current owner is in question, within the 

law property owners are incentivized to register with the Village at a relatively lower cost, if 

not there are heftier fines that could be be incurred. Addressing the comments made by Ms. 

Card, the proposed law is to provide our Code Enforcement with more tools to help property 

owners bring their properties up to code, back on the market and not become a property that 

could attract malice or unsafe situations. 

 

Trustee Williams commented that this law is modeled after a law from another state. Mayor 

Jacobs Wilke commented that this law is not for properties that are in between renters but 

have long term vacancies and possible disrepairs.  

 

Lieutenant Gates-Shult commented that he was familiar with the individual that Ms. Card 

mentioned in her comments. He stated that the police have arrested this particular individual 

multiple times and have done what they can allowable by law. They have offered all the 

resources available to this individual. He suggested calling the police department whenever 

necessary.  
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Lou Ann Lang commented that she is in favor of this law and feels like same model could be 

used for regulations for short term rentals, where code enforcement would inspect for safety 

and possibly be on a registration. Trustee Schulte commented that as a resident that owns 

short term rentals, their rentals are inspected every three years and are required to fix 

anything that is not up to code. Ms. Lang commented that she thought a registry would be 

helpful, if people would be required to sign up if they rent to other individuals. 

 

Mayor Jacob Wilke declared the hearing closed at 6:24 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Georgine Scott, Village Clerk 


